The role of thoracoscopy in the management of lung cancer.
The use of video-assisted thoracic surgery (VATS) has allowed surgeons to perform complex procedures that previously required a thoracotomy. While VATS is well accepted in the management of benign thoracic disease, its role in the management of lung cancer continues to evolve. VATS is utilized in many aspects of the management of lung cancer including the evaluation of indeterminate pulmonary nodules and pleural effusions, staging of mediastinal lymph nodes, and the resection of primary and metastatic tumors. However, concerns regarding cost, training issues, and adherence to oncological principles have caused some surgeons to proceed more slowly. This review discusses the current role of thoracoscopy in the management of lung cancer.